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2. Mr. Sheldon Amos, already referred to, in his
plea in behalf of an English Code, deprecates any
resort to the example of the Indian Codes for light
in relation to the problem of codifying the laws of
civilised nations:1

California adopted some years since, substantially
the same Civil Code as that which has been so often
pressed for adoption upon the Legislature of New
York. So far as the experiment affords any instruc-
tion, it is of the same character as that derived from
the other examples already commented upon, and
justifies the following observations:

1.  Even less than in the State of Louisiana do
either the bench or bar look to it for the true sources
of the law.    These are still sought for the most part,
as elsewhere in communities inheriting the traditions
and methods of the common law, in the reported
decisions of that and other States, and in authori-
tative text-books; and the code seems to be brought
into consideration only, or chiefly, when a question
arises whether its provisions have changed the law.

2.   The volume of litigation, so far as may be
inferred from the number of reported controversies,
has certainly not been diminished.    There is no
evidence  whatever that it has had  any  sensible
effect in lessening  the magnitude of libraries  re-
quisite for obtaining an   adequate  knowledge of
the law, or diminishing the labour of professional
study.    In short, no one practical advantage can be
pointed out as having been gained by this experi-
ment in legislation.

1 An English Code, pp. 36 et seq.